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May 20, 1959 
N A T I O N A L  I N S T I T U T E S  OF H E A L T H  

Mrs. Albert  D. Lasker, Chairman 
National Health Education Committee, Inc. 
135 East Forty-second S t r e e t  
New York 17, New York 

Dear Mrs. Lasker: 

I appreciated ge t t ing  your l e t t e r  of April t he  24th and 

@y colleagues and I read 
the  accompanying brochure "DO we spend enough dol la rs  t o  defend 
our l i v e s  through medical research." 
t h e  brochure with grea t  i n t e re s t ,  and I want t o  congratulate you 
on the  excel lent  presentat ion of t he  material. 

I n  looking toward t h e  major challenges t h a t  remain I 
think we must add t h e  whole a rea  of research that has t o  do with 
man's r e l a t ion  t o  h i s  fellow man. 
medical research will be i n  human behavior. 
mental i l l n e s s e s  becomes obvious when one realizes that more than 
half of a l l  hospi ta l  beds i n  this country are now f i l l e d  with 
mental pat ients .  B u t  i n  addi t ion t h i s  area must include what i s  
enconpassed by the bounds of %ormal" behavior. I expect t h a t  
more man hours a r e  l o s t  each year because of s t r a i n s  between the  
boss and t h e  subordinate than because of the  common cold. Both 
are problems i n  medical research because only people t ra ined i n  
human biology or  medical research i n  the  broad sense can adequately 
study both problems. 

The grea tes t  area of fu tu re  
The posi t ion of 

One of our major i l l n e s s e s  i n  t h i s  country today is  bad 
r e l a t ions  between t h e  races. T h i s  can be solved i n  l a rge  measure 
through medical research and a f te r  the  facts a r e  known i n  inform- 
ing t h e  general  population of them. 
a t  t h e  number of peaple who ac tua l ly  do not  know t h a t  blood can 
be safely transfused from colored t o  white as long as the  blood 
groups match, and a t  t h e  misconceptions generally held about t he  
inheri tance of sk in  color. 
appreciation of differences between people, r e c i a l  prejudices could 
Largely be eliminated. 

1 a m  continually being amazed 

Through a more complete knowledge and 
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The g rea t e s t  disease of mankind i s  war. World War I1 
was the  worst epidemic t h a t  ever overcame man and it is  impossible 
t o  visualize the  magnitude of World War 111. While the  world i s  
spending b i l l i o n s  each year  t o  learn how t o  more e f fec t ive ly  wage 
World %Tar I11 what i s  being spent on research on the  behavior of 
man with the  aim of preventing World War I I I ?  A t  a recent Nobel 
pr ize  winners' round t ab le  on Science and Mankind excerpts of 
which were published i n  the  February, 195'9, i s sue  of the Unesco 
Courier, D r .  Gaston Berger of France referred t o  this area of 
research as the sciences of man and emphasized t h a t  these sciences 
of fe r  t h e  su res t  means of solving the  world's problems today. 

I hope t h a t  you i n  your various capaci t ies  of nat ional  
importance w i l l  f i n d  time t o  give these problems some thought. 
Cancer research i s  very important and. I s h a l l  probably spend the  
r e s t  of q y  l i f e  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  unless f i n a l  so lu t ion  t o  t he  
problem i s  reached, but one cannot overlook this urgency f o r  
research i n  hwnan behavior. 
public, with sources of research f u n d s ,  and with the  sc i en t i s t s ,  
I hope t h a t  along with your support of research on cancer, hear t  
disease,  and the  others of the  s i x  l i s t e d  challenges, you w i l l  
a l s o  f ind  time t o  give support t o  t he  recognition of the import- 
ance of this addi t iona l  great  challenge. 

I n  your contacts with the general 

Sincerely yours, 

W. E. Heston, Head 
General Biology Section 
National Cancer I n s t i t u t e  


